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Well, here we are in December and the final month of 2021.  This year that can 

be best summed up as having many highôs and lowôs and Iôm not too sure if any-

one really knows what the future holds yet.   All we can hope for is a better year 

ahead. 

December saw the Executive Committee invited to the Annual Awards Presen-

tation for TS PERTH and a great afternoon was had.   Though not our domain, it 

is very pleasing to see TS PERTH back into a form of stability and we trust the 

cadets and staff of the unit have a prosperous and fun 2022.  Naturally, we extend these good 

wishes to the other units in the State. 

Our traveling party amassed another 2,750 or so kilometres this year and visited many country 

towns, museums and the odd watering hole or four.   Camaraderie around the bbq has been be-

yond expectation, every single person has been welcoming and I have no doubt that we will have 

even more members joining us on our adventures next year. 

Speaking of members, this past year has been one of the best on record for attracting new peo-

ple into the organisation.   This is great for us as a group but has also proven very handy on a 

personal basis as with more members, we have more trades and backgrounds to choose from 

when we need a job or two carried out or some unbiased advice be that at our facility or our own 

homes.  It is both pleasing and rewarding to see some of our members utilise our Trades and 

Services list with some members being looked after very well and more importantly, not being 

taken for a ride.    

Mid-month we held a Pre-Christmas lunch which gave us an opportunity for a final catch up prior 

to embarking on the festive madness that brings about the close of a year.    As per usual, the 

camaraderie was beyond compare, the food exceptional and a thoroughly enjoyable time was 

had by all in attendance. 

December ends on a sad note with the passing of Life Member and former President, Mason 

Hayman.   Mason has given a huge amount to Navy League and the WA Division in particular 

and can best be summed up as one of lifeôs gentlemen, a great friend, sounding board and al-

ways on hand when help was needed.   Mason will be very sadly missed.   Our thoughts go out 

to Margaret and their family. 

In closing, I would like to extend my very best wishes to all of our members and colleagues for 

the festive season and the year ahead, may 2022 be all you could want. 

 

Until next month, 

Regards 

Brad 
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The decline of American naval superiority, the National Defense Authorization Act 
2022 and the re-emergence of navalism 
 
09 DECEMBER 2021 

By: Reporter 

With an ageing fleet and quantitative disadvantage against potential adversaries, the US has ceded its long 

held naval superiority. Defence Connect analyses whether the National Defense Authorization Act 2022 can 

stem this decline, and whether the United States might see a resurgence in navalism. 

State of play 

Analysts the world over have warned of Chinaôs growing naval superiority. Indeed, pre-eminent analyses including 

those from the US Office of Naval Intelligence have acknowledged that China possesses not only a larger fleet of 

newer naval vessels, but also warns of a greater capacity for an immediate expansion in shipbuilding capabilities. 

This latter point was evidence earlier this year when news reports revealed that China was able to commission three 

new warships in one day. 

https://www.defenceconnect.com.au/
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US Naval Academy lecturer Claude Berube in War on the Rocks this week reiterated this widely held doubt over 

the USô naval capabilities. In his analysis, Berube noted that Chinaôs navy is not only newer and bigger, but also 

requires less maintenance, providing fewer resource strains on the service. 

ñToday, only 25 per cent of Americaôs 114 commissioned surface combatants (cruisers, destroyers, and littoral 

combat ships) are less than a decade old. By comparison more than 80 per cent of Chinaôs 141 destroyers, frig-

ates, and corvettes have been commissioned in the past decade. In the same time period, the United States com-

missioned 30 surface combatants,ò Berube suggests. 

ñEarlier this year, the Navy began decommissioning some of the littoral combat ships. China, by contrast, mass-

produced 120 surface combatants. US ships are operating, in some cases, with decades-old technology.ò 

As a result of this rapid naval expansion, Berube explains that China has been able to undertake operations be-

yond their coastline, gaining critical expertise in maritime operations while keeping sufficient vessels in reserve. 

Meanwhile, the US has seen much of their aging fleet requiring additional maintenance and upkeep requirements 

due to their long periods at sea and over deployment. 

ñThe pace of Chinaôs shipbuilding output has meant that ships have rarely needed to deploy more than once. Its 

growing fleet has allowed China to do more without degrading its ships. Conversely, the United States has strug-

gled to maintain its ships, which are deploying at a higher rate for longer periods,ò Berube argues. 

ñThe nearly 600-ship Navy of the late 1980s deployed only 15 per cent of the fleet on average. Today, with fewer 

than 300 ships, the US Navy deploys more than 35 per cent to service its global missions, contributing to a materi-

al death spiral.ò 

The difficulties faced by the US Navy arenôt simply limited to the number of ships in operation. Unlike China, the 

US has faced significant delays in the production of their surface vessels, casting doubt on the USô ability to rapidly 

increase their naval output in the event of a global war. 

ñTo provide perspective, from Pearl Harbor to the surrender of Japan was 1,375 days. As of Nov. 29, 2021, it has 

been 1,885 days since Zumwalt was commissioned and 1,601 days since Ford was commissioned and neither 

has deployed,ò Berube argues. 

Berube argues that the United Statesô inability to overcome such shortfalls stems from the fact that many political 

and military decision makers simply remain rusted onto the belief that the US maintains military superiority, suc-

cumbing to their own propaganda, including Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin noting that the US still has naval pri-

macy. 

The current and future numbers tell a remarkably different story. 

The loss of US naval superiority was succinctly argued by Asia Times writer David Goldman, who suggested that 

ñwith 350 intermediate-range missile launchers and DF-21 and DF-26 ship-killer missiles, China can sink American 

carriers as surely as Japanese torpedo bombers sank Allied battleships in World War IIò. 

However, with a new Defense Authorization Act passed this week for the coming year, are there any lifelines for 

the US Navy to regain global primacy? 

Will the USô National Defense Authorization Act 2022 close the gap? 
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This week, US Congress passed the countryôs National Defense Authorization Act 2022. Despite the $768 billion 

defence package passing with bipartisan support, it remains unclear whether the act will be a sufficient enabler for 

the US Navy to close the capability gap. 

According to Reuters, the act has enabled the US Navy to purchase ñ13 battle force ships including two Virginia-

class submarines made by Huntington Ingalls (HII.N) and General Dynamics (GD.N) and three DDG 51 Arleigh 

Burke destroyers also made by General Dynamicsò. 

The act further provides $7.1 billion to support US operations in the Indo-Pacific as part of the Pacific Deterrent 

Initiative (an increase of some $2.1 billion). The investment is expected to support US capabilities in the region, 

including the defence of Guam, which some analysts have suggested is over reliant on disconnected missile sys-

tems for defence. 

While the act does provide provisions for the development of further naval capabilities and protection of US naval 

bases, not all military analysts appear content with the House and Senate Armed Services Committeeôs budgetary 

recommendations with a sub-optimal allocation in budgetary funds. 

It has been revealed by numerous media outlets that the Committee provided funding for an additional 12 Boeing 

Super Hornets, despite the Pentagon arguing that none should be purchased as they will be unable to overcome 

the threats posed by the modern fighter aircraft used by the USô adversaries. Rather, the capital could be redi-

rected into researching and developing sixth-generation fighter aircraft. 

Despite the price tag, this really isnôt much. 

In 2019, an image of a Chinese shipyard was posted online in which a single shipyard was constructing nine de-

stroyers. Former Forbes contributor HI Sutton provided a sobering thought: ñTo put that into context, the Royal Na-

vyôs entire destroyer fleet is just six ships. And this yard is just part of a much bigger construction program.ò 

Meanwhile, over recent weeks Beijing has conducted successful tests of its new amphibious assault ship (Type 

075) the Hainan including dismounting vehicles, and also progressed plans to build its first naval base in the Atlan-

tic threatening the USô east coast and European allies. China is expecting to build their base in Equatorial Guinea 

on the west coast of Africa, where China already operates a port. 

Evidently, the upcoming National Defense Authorization Act is not an antidote for failing US naval superiority. Per-

haps the US Navy needs to try an older, and more tested path, to overcome political and budgetary deadlock to 

build next generation naval capabilities. 

Will the US see a rise in navalism? 

Some analysts have provided interesting solutions for the US to mitigate the threat of an underfunded, underper-

forming and stretched naval service. 

Andrew Blackley in the US Naval Institute explained that the UKôs Royal Navy in the 1880s faced much of the 

same issues as the current American fleet, including a lack of political willingness to invest in a newer and larger 

navy. However, the British naval establishment used 'Navalism' to overcome the deadlock and recapture its place 

as the worldôs foremost naval superpower. 
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ñFacing the renewed growth in naval power of its Cold War adversaries, budget constraints, and a Congress often 

skeptical of its requests for a larger fleet, the service should look to the past for direction on how to acquire the po-

litical capital to build the force structure it will need to meet future challenges,ò Blackley suggests. 

ñArthur J. Marder, a historian specialising in British naval history, described navalism as 'the big navy movement', 

led by naval officers, politicians, and sympathetic civilians. In Britain, they used popular support to obtain the politi-

cal clout needed to finance the rapid expansion of the Royal Navy in the 1890s.ò 

Blackley argues that navalism is comprised of two mechanisms, 'hard' navalism in which the military and their polit-

ical allies prosecute a renewed strategy for the navy including how a new fleet could support the nationôs grand 

strategy and the requirements to meet those needs. This 'hard' tactic is underpinned by 'soft' navalism, which is 

executed by the navyôs supporters in the press and an in the community to build public support for the navy. 

The push was ultimately successful. 

Over recent years, the United States Navy ceded its qualitative and quantitative advantage over its adversaries. 

Not only is the US Navy simply outgunned, but its naval capabilities are significantly older, being produced at a 

slower rate and have far higher maintenance costs and requirements. 

There doesnôt appear to be reprieve on the horizon for the US Navy either. While the National Defense Authoriza-

tion Act 2022 may stem some growing pains with the provision of funds for extra ships, difficulties in the production 

of naval capabilities suggest that there may be poor alignment between the operational-strategic level perspectives 

of Americaôs political decision makers, military decision makers and shipbuilders. 

Some analysts have seen the current state of the US Navy as providing room for the rise of navalism, giving navy 

the opportunity to demonstrate why it needs greater flexibility and bipartisan political support. 
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Type Arafura Class OPV 

Role Nbsjujnf!cpsefs!

qbuspm 

Nbsjujnf!dpo.

tubcvmbsz!

spmft!jodmve.

joh!joufsejd.

ujpo 

Gjtifsjft!qbuspm 

Ivnbojubsjbo!

boe!ejtbtufs!

sfmjfg 

Builder Luerssen Australia and 
ASC Shipbuilding 

Laid Down 10 May 2019 

Launched 16 December 2021 

Dimensions & Displacement 

Displacement 1640 tonnes 

Length 80 metres 

Beam 13 metres 

Draught 4 metres 

Performance 

Speed 20 knots (maximum) 

Range 7400 kilometres 

Propulsion 

Machinery 2 x 4250KW diesel 
engines 

Armament 

Guns 51nn!hvo 

3!y!61!dbmjcsf!

nbdijof!

hvot 

Other Armament 3!y!9/6!nfusf!

tfb!cpbut!

)tjef!

mbvodife* 

2!y!21/6!nfusf!

tfb!cpbu!

)tufso!

mbvodife* 

News Articles Defence News 

https://www.navy.gov.au/fleet/ships-boats-craft/future/opv
https://news.defence.gov.au/tags/arafura-class-opv-0
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New Russian stealth warship suffers Ã225million of damage after catching fire during construction 

¶ The blaze started on Friday in St Petersburg at the Severnaya Verf shipyard 

¶ Footage showed devastating fire damage to the Ã307 million stealth ship, intended to carry Vladimir Putin's 

lethal Mach-9 hypersonic missiles  

¶ It has caused a major setback to the Kremlin's naval modernisation project 

PUBLISHED: 20:48 AEDT, 21 December 2021 | UPDATED: 21:51 AEDT, 21 December 2021 

A new Russian stealth warship has suffered Ã225million worth of damage after it caught fire during construction.   The 

scale of the blaze which started on Friday in St Petersburg has caused a major setback to the Kremlin's naval moderni-

sation. 

Footage showed devastating fire damage to the Ã307 million stealth ship, intended to carry Vladimir Putin's lethal 

Mach-9 hypersonic missiles. 
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¶   

By WILL STEWART IN RUSSIA FOR MAILONLINE 

A new Russian stealth warship has suffered Ã225million worth of damage after it caught fire during construction. Pictured: A 

still grab taken from footage of the fire in St Petersburg  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/vladimir_putin/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Will+Stewart+In+Russia+For+Mailonline
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The scale of the blaze (pictured) which started on Friday in St Petersburg has caused a major setback to the Kremlin's naval 

modernisation 

Pictured: Smoke can be seen rising from the construction yard in St Petersburg after the the corvette Provornyy (Agile) caught 

fire while it was under construction 
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Huge flames and thick smoke were seen rising from the corvette Provornyy (Agile) at Severnaya Verf shipyard where it 

was under construction. 

The warship has been almost totally destroyed by the fire - the latest of a spate of mysterious blazes at top secret naval 

shipbuilding facilities - with the damage running into hundreds of millions of pounds, say reports. 

Russia says there were no weapons or crew on board the stealth corvette when fire erupted, however, other reports said 

three crew were injured, with Military.com reporting that two required hospitalisation. 

The hull is said to be intact but the entire superstructure and decking must now be dismantled after its destruction in the 

inferno, say reports. 

A criminal probe has been launched into the major blaze on the Provornyy - designed to carry Russia's deadly new Zir-

con - or Tskirkon - hypersonic missile. 

The 6,670 mph weapon is seen as 'unstoppable' by current Western technology, and will initially be deployed on frigates 

but Putin said it would 'definitely' be used with Project 20385 corvettes like the blitzed Provornyy. 
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¶   

 

The Gremyashchiy corvette - the first of this new type of corvette - was recently deployed to the Russian Pacific coast 

where it has been armed with Kalibr missiles. 

Huge flames and thick smoke were seen rising from the corvette Provornyy (Agile) at Severnaya Verf shipyard where it was un-

der construction 

https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/12/17/fire-engulfs-russian-warship-under-construction-3-injured.html
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The Russian government recently gave the go-ahead for full-scale production of Zircon missiles at a top-secret plant at 

Reutovo, near Moscow. Late last month, Russia also revealed a 'successful' test of its the Zircon missile, fired from a 

warship in the White Sea. The 'unstoppable' weapon hit a target some 250 miles away from the Admiral Gorshkov frig-

ate, the Moscow defence ministry said on November 29. 

Putin today awarded the Zircon's creator, Boris Obnosov head of Tactical Missile Corporation, the Hero of Russia hon-

our. Damage from the fire on the warship has been put at around Ã225 million. 'One of the main questions of the inves-

tigation is why it caught fire, given that a warship should be made of non-combustible materials,' said a source. 

 

 

 

In February a fire was extinguished on the Ural nuclear icebreaker at another plant, and in 2020 three workers were 
injured on the Ivan Papanin ship while under construction for the navy. Among other naval fires, a blaze on the aircraft 
carrier Admiral Kuznetsov in 2019 caused an estimated Ã972 million in damages. Fontanka media outlet said: 'The 
stench from the major fire covered all of the Kirovsky district of the city. 'It was rare case when taxpayers could literally 
sense their burning billions,' it said. 'This is the finale of regular fire emergencies at St Petersburg's shipyards.' 

A rendered image of Provornyy corvette. The part of the corvette highlighted in yellow is believed to have been destroyed by 

fire 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-10254789/Russia-reveals-successful-test-6-670mph-hypersonic-Zircon-missile-warship.html

