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US submarine strikes object while subme

The Seacwmodsfs-atasack submarine USS Connecticut (SS
whil e submerged on the afternoon of Oct. 2, whil
the I|-Phawi fic region The safety o6 tobhe orewri ¢ ma
are no |ife threatening injuries, the US Navy r ¢
The submarine remains in a safe and &t ahilcd eaan @il
pul sion plant and spaces were not affected and r
damage to the remainder of the submarine i s beinr
requested assistance The incident wil/l be i nves
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FRANK MCGOVERN
Abl e Seaman, Royal Austr a

"There was a bombing raid a few

thirty of our fellas, inc
For Frank McGovern, the distance of 7!
memory of the day he returned to Sydn:¢
ian prisoners of war to be repatriated home, he still recalls fondly the bril -

l'iance of the sunshine that day on 15 September 1945, an
The emotion stil]l evi dentyear halsd vvoe tceer aans rtehcea lall smotshte 1s0ilq
When asked about his feelings that day, Frank recurringl
dous

Frank McGovern (left) during the Second Worl d War

The true remarkabil@ twartfi rAe amkp MciGowveesn | i es not only i
he exhibited in his sixt hanede a nhdalaf hyad a&r so fo fwhsi ecrhv iwcee- e s p €
but the amount of times in which he narrowly evaded deat
Frank's story begins in 1939 when, at the age of ninetee
Naval Reservists, describingfhisesgowodcpedliencipetadl diylec ed eapal nop,
HMAS Westralia for eighteen months, Frank |l ater joined h
on the HMAS Perth T ht ea sskheidp swiwehr ec ornevgowyl aarnldy patr ol duti es
However, on the night of 28 February 1942XHMAS mer éeht wet we
end®PeramdSS Houstowmrpvibbiemdattl e of Java the day prior, ve
knownst to those aboard, they would soon come into cont a
Despite an initial engagement, HMAS Perth, vastly outnum
tempted to retreat at full speed. The decision, however,
Perth tore through the forward engine room. By the third
survive the sinking, however, 375 saG |llbrethéiti Yhaneey per
The-cwmialt ed survivors of the wreckages were ordered onto
become a prisoner of war. FoMctChhe etr we lt we | malntoms t thiea tB ufr anla
starved, beatenlndemereampsdand on the railway, diseases
evemresent .

By 1944, the order came for prisoners to be transported
the ovehoosand Australian and British prisoners forced i
days, he endured stifling heat, deprived of c¢clean air, w
each day. Dysentery soon spread amongst the cramped pris


https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/perth/loss
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/perth/loss
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/burma-thailand-railway-and-hellfire-pass-1942-1943
https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/wars-and-missions/burma-thailand-railway-and-hellfire-pass-1942-1943

In the early morning hoRarksu yoX Ma2 uSe patl eombyge rwiltohd danot her pr
by AmericanfiMeowee @od¢ or pedoed going up to Japan by an Ame
so thmasubeds kdiodvn t here werde POWs on board.
I'n one ofs Awgtsrtalmaa i ti me di sasters, 1,559 POWs perished,
traordinary twist of fate, Frank McGovern managed to sur
nese For thrtki diaysothleemanpgr edomi nantly Australian sol di
iVe were in an open boat so e decided to head towar dadCt
food in the boat, very Ilittle water.
Whil e some survivors were rescued days |l ater by American
nese machine guns. By the third day, Frank and his crew
second time, Frank McGovern had survived a torpedo attac
Aboard the frigate, the recovered fwhi sbnwrs Wweféipaltmito
so dehydrated from bEBhey e mdurmed opemi dblotathari sh voyage w
they finally reached Japan. Frank remembers vividly the
Mo jlsgme of the fellas were sick with malaria and dyds ewmdrey
I

f of us were Ralbfmedhadsad;smailtls obfd dll aintkieng ar ou

That night the pri soneresl |wetrhee hselrudtetde fiosn 4dod varw,¢ dvad owd roerk o
there on a thirty hour trip by train up to o&okohama near
At Kawasaki camp in Tokyo, the men endured mont h9s Mafr cahr d
1945, the United States commenceldt tihe a@emidghtesthat rFmrank
course of 48 hour s, 2,000 tonnes of incendiary bombs wer
ern again miraculously managed to survive, despite their
to another camp
Mere weeks | ater as Frank sat beside his close fr fiTehred eKe
was a bombing raid a few weeks before the war ended, kil
was bl own up but | got owt of it with a fractured spine
Frank spent the duration of the night unable to move, su
faded into the night. Finally rescued the following day,
days without treatment. He sooni nmiottiiacleldy thheaatl iontgh efrr of no rsnher
were suddenly declared dead in the operating theatres. A
reportedly witnessed Japanese doctors draining the blood
With this warning, Mc Govern, despite his fractured spine
pace during an inspection by apanese guar&sl.i fThiass alcd i w
to return to camp
Frank receiving the Order of Australia in 2019; pictured
Governor of New South Wales
Over seven decades after |liberation, Frank stil/l precise
1945. Despite the | ack of information provided, the mood
dropped to the emaciated prisoners. Shortly after buses
t heS8B8Benevol ewlter e the men were examined and treated for
guently transferred to Manila where they were debri dfted,
was a terrific feeling for Frank to return home amgarment
o inform them about their son and provide some form of
riend that had endured so much by his side. In the afte
ome, confronted with the many painful memories of his w
icult at home, as most of our blokes did,

i ff
ihvae iwtas di f fiocult to come home t o.

et there is still unf atyleiaarlgd owdtieriasm ilnn tzhCl %A | hmeo swa sl Oalw.
or services to veterans and the®&Brekamnbies. sdghei awawdt h
iation, the HMAS Perth Prisoner of War Associ atriaonmc has w
Frank McGovern remains t-meansotewstthatveai bédt Wwet 688he HM

most eight decades ago. He continues to ensure that thei


https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/70th-anniversary-sinking-rakuy-maru
https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/blog/70th-anniversary-sinking-rakuy-maru
https://www.britannica.com/event/Bombing-of-Tokyo
https://www.britannica.com/event/Bombing-of-Tokyo
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/b/benevolence-i.html
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/b/benevolence-i.html
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Shepparton the First L_ady of t_he Fl eet
By Abl e Seaman Emily Wain and Abl e Seaman
1 October 2021

HMASShepparon's Hydrographic Department proudly di s
Cairns.

Pal uamaass survey moSbeppadisol heMA®w First Lady of t he

The t

i [ recogeriwiimg ddammilomnigesdad s hi p iSrh etphpeaartft loane t
ceremony

e,
gai HMABowing the decommiPasd uvamilengmaihd S&MAt Smb ¢

t
n
Command
of comm
pl aqgue.

fifThe previous FiPas$ u mesaedryv,e ddHMASe fl eet with pride until
will aim to continue the tradition atiwetktaobht!l Commalt
Shi el sTremipgll.aqgue is made up of pieces from previously
base are fSyodmleyMAS he bor d@lrad gdomeh e4MAS corner pieces f
HMA®uchess

i oS h@fpfpiacrikeount e nant Commander Andrew Shiels sai
i ss

ioned service and the crew was honoured to

w S

The plaque also features an i mage of Nancy Bentl ey, f
mal e to serve in ke rdNavNanclyn wads2 Ob,i tstiexn by a snake a
cal treatment.

Looking for help, her Syanmgr armmacvwed hdrf tPorHMAS t hur .
At the ti me, medi cal treatment in th® dNamyamwa,s @ stelre
mandi ng &fyfdineeydemdéd t hat Nancy be formally enlisted i
care. The tradition of awarding the First I&adsyt oorfy .t he

HMASheppanmnasn bui lt in Adel aide and c¢ oSrme ppsa retncard 36 n 6 &

326onne catamaran designed for coast al surveying in v
eaOriginally painted white, the ship adopted her Navy
ti me warfare through data collection The ship contir
mental data for navigational charts and publications.

tions and exercises.
I'n 280@ppadretpdmoyed i n comBaengtldvaT-LhmsHMA SOn Oper ati on Ta

As the new Fir stShlegdya cofewt' ' hse Ebeeinue t omoltitviky oupi & cbo
and Colr age



_ s s ng ser_vice ackrjowledged
By Lieutenant Jessica Craig
t embe 1

HMA Ships Paluma and |

farewell ed at a decommi ssioning ceremony at HMAS Cair
The Navoyl dest vesskRalsyamiiiA nBahiédps f arewel l ed from ser vi
at HMNMAS$S amst he wecerk eemodr,e t han 30 years, the survey mot
data necessary for creating products used by military
waters around Australia.

I n addition to their critically i Mgoméhatutxewmrandy Cfounma
Christopher Voysdy os anod/ etdhd ngdtoi pper at i onddi rsideprpnodritd r
first hydrographic operation at Bee Reef on February
mi |l es and conduct edoLliinenuutneenraanbtl eC osnunmavnéSyesr,v ¥ p§ sehmesandty
function undertaken tMemnumadaind@ & hudrfeepblrouyaerdy t200 OBDoougai nvi |
port of the peace monitoring gr ougplLatoerduicrt i Mav eOplee ra t ti
year, the ships deployed to East Timor to support the
operabdions

More recently, the ships supported Operation Resolute
the breadth and adaptability of thePal ahteltolirdm rasntd Lcardeyw
the &ligdte, which was Sheapypeddutrom g ot HHEMADSe c o mmi €Es mman d g
ing OP4l eckmaeut enant Commander Craig Hamilton said the
and memorable moments to recognise theumpsehti st hlae@a
the Navy and region for many years andOmaeyt emamnutd @e&m
er HamilfiTbe sereémony today Gedhadtei mepshphonlseeadieom pr ey
members and those with an affiliation to the ships, S
iWe now | ook forward to integrati ng ciomtioganmdarhédli prien gnit
ures and military survey calp.SéEAILQO&wHIhIropurgth|SjEeA1I:9eOf5enP
tive and adaptive capabilities to meet the growing th
knowl edge. The dePcadnuamiabieir maisdgpaoft of the staged introc
cialist vesselrsoboahiicc,h awitldn dchnaovees and artificial inte
ivhil e the future is velryvexci tiongyawdst ablbudl ogy peo
these two robust vessels, which havei setreerrant h@o MNmaryd
sai d.



https://news.defence.gov.au/media/stories
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